Weddings as well Spotlight

CASE STUDY Michel Focard de Fontefiguieres

From French extraction but based in the UK, Michel Focard de Fontefiguieres undertakes
only around 15 weddings a year, but these can include huge social events at grand country
houses, while the House of Commons is also a reqular venue.

The work supplements the other strands
of Michel's career, which includes the
photograptty ol properties al the 10p end
o Ehe piice SCake 1o llustiate beochures
produced by upmarket estabe agents
and some commercial pholography of
e such &5 Ewelleny and exquisite
i ke hunmiture.

"1 staned as a phobographer in 1987
and shot @ lot of big houses whach have
appeared in Country Life magazine ™
£ays Mached. “Froim thene thangs just
grivwr agucalhy really and, as people wha
mved in country house circles stated
toget o kncsy me and iy wiork beties,
I became aciepded by them and would
be recommended for other photographic
joiis thad rmight arise. This evenbually led
me 10 weddings and, since the nurmbes
| kake on is redatividy small, | have really
enjoyed being involved with this pan
of the market and | have great fun
shooting 1herm.”

Sorne of the weddings that Michel
covers can be on a grand scale -7
had 150 people ned up on the steps
of Wesimanster Hall on one occasion,
and gt everyone's attention by 1eflng
thern that they looked groovy™ - and
hie has had plenty of expenence of the
i) eccasion and tries, where possible,
o gt imvoived 10 advise on what is
e tarad A I Ehee dawy should be
organised from a paint of view of
Aceving a good set of piclunes. B
greelings hnes ae nod redammendad
how & saaet, and Miched hes, denveloped
the art ol warking queckhy but also
dealing confidelly with his chenlele
wihio need the rexssurance that the
photogeapher is in control and knows
whal e 5 doing

ou need o be on fop of your
subyect an 1o deliver some fandastic
pacbures al the end of it all” says Michal
“Bacause | was shooting archilecture
startd out with 3 Sanar Sxdin camera
and a Hasselblad, Bul when Tmaved
across 1o digital | chose the Canon
E05 10 Mark 1, snce this was th

oney 35mim-Shyle digatad moded | could

& IMAGES Michel has been a
photographer for twenty years
and although he enjoys shooting
weddings, his main work comes
frem the commercial sector

fand thal could olber me the quality of
medairm [onmal.”

Because ol the vpmarket nature of
the wiasddmdgs e 50 olten undeiakes,
Michied cifers his chients the opportunty
1 v their images peesended in 3
Dound vosume, Prochsced by Booked.
these ane kunows, hand finished
bespoke iterms (hal ooze quality and
carry the gl amounl al _g||:".'rl.:.:-|
appea Tor the serioushy weallhy dien

The we of this form of presentation
hars also had a pay olf in terms of the
work Michel i cumenthy CaTying ol fof
a master lumifure maker who has now
ondeded [HTvVENaNCE DOoES. Condaining
his pictures that are supplhied alongside
bespoke pieces that may heve gost
uprwards. of £20,000
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